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days, Valboa released him; and seeing that he was preparing
to go away,had him entreated to stay as his principal judge.
This Enciso angrily refused to do, and went back to Spain,
carrying with him a full statement of his complaints against
Valboa. This he presented to the council of the Indies,
where a rigorous sentence was pronounced against Valboa,
though it was not afterwards carried into effect because he
discovered the Southern Sea.
"When the bachiller had left Darien, Valboa started inland
in search of gold, and made friends with some chiefs, one of
whom was called Panciaco, who gave him full information,
and led him to the Southern Sea. This man was then bap-
tized by the name of Don Carlos: he gave the Spaniards a
certain quantity of gold; but then, seeing how they quar-
reled in the sharing of it, with one hand he tossed it all out
of the scales on to the ground, saying, se I am not a little
surprised that you Christians make such a fuss (voifacdate
tanta questions) about so vile a thing, as if it was good to eat
or drink. But since you have so great a desire for this
metal, I will lead you to a place where you may all satisfy
yourselves with it." He then conducted them to the South-
ern Sea.1
Valboa, on account of the great riches that he found in
this province, named it the Golden Castille; and there the
city of Panama is now established. Then he marched to
many villages in that country, always with good success, but
under the mask of justice, often using great cruelty towards
those Indians to obtain gold. With a good quantity of this
metal and of pearls he returned to ISAntica of Darien,
where he was received with processions for having dis-
covered the Southern Sea; and he immediately sent a ship
1 Such was the fortune of the quick and crafty Yasco Nunez, a man
who was furtively taken on board Enciso's ship in a cask in order to
elude his creditors. His career exhibited courage and policy, with an
utter absence of principle. Peter Martyr likens Vasco pointing out the
Pacific to his men, to Hannibal shewing Italy to his soldiers, (Trans,)